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Tech Note 23 Discussions 

 

WSDA has been working on Tech Note 23 and an Aquifer Susceptibility Map since 2015. Now WSDA states that Tech Note 23 

evaluations are invalid. Consequently, there is no documentation of pollution related to Washington CAFO manure lagoons. 

On 3/2/2015 the WSDA Dairy Nutrient Management Program discussed using Tech note 23 and gathering necessary data using 

lagoon assessments in Yakima. 

On 3/6/2015 DNMP Director Ginny Prest sent instruction to Laurie Crowe from the SYCD and Dan McCarty DNMP inspector for 

Eastern Washington on using Tech Note 23 for lagoon inspections. 

On 9/17/2015 the DNMP discussed using a 2013 updated Tech Note 23 as a lagoon assessment tool. Yakima inspectors planned to use 

the Tech Note for lagoon inspections. 

On 2/18/2016 Anthony Dorsett, a dairy inspector from Eastern Washington asked for a water depth map and a WSDA Aquifer 

Susceptibility Map, that he apparently believed were in place. 

On 12/21/2016 WSDA DNMP was working out problems with Tech Note 23 and expected to use the tool for inspections statewide in 

a week. 

On 12/21/2016 DNMP Director Ginny Prest tells officials that the DNMP is ready to implement lagoon assessments across the state. 

On 2/9/2017 DNMP Director Ginny Prest implies to Keith Grellner from DOH that the inspection process is going well. 

On 9/12/2017 Perry Beale from WSDA referenced the 2011 Aquifer Susceptibility Map and meta data that was used to create it. 

On 8/8/2018 Chery Sullivan from WSDA tells Ecology that the DNMP is looking for data on seasonal high water tables. 

On 12/10/2018 Kyrre Flege from WSDA questioned the value of the work on waste storage ponds in an email to a colleague  

On 12/15/2018 Michael Isensee stated that the vast majority of Whatcom WSPs will be in the high risk category under Tech Note 23, 

regardless of the depth between the bottom of the lagoon and the seasonal high groundwater table. 

On 4/6/2020 Kyrre Flege from WSDA emailed Melanie Redding saying they agreed that groundwater testing is needed to fill in gaps 

for manure lagoon assessment. 
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7/14/2020 WSDA sends Ecology manure lagoon data from Yakima County 

In 11/5/2020 DNMP Director Sullivan expresses concerns about the reliability of Tech Note 23 assessments. 

On 11/17/2020 Chelsea Morris from Ecology and Michael Isensee from WSDA state problems documenting lagoon assessments in 

Whatcom County 

On 3/2/2021 USDA tells Ecology that Tech Note 23 does not conclude no discharge from any manure lagoon and there is o regulatory 

certainty associated. 

On 3/12/2021 WSDA DNMP sends Ecology recommendations for changes to the NPDES permit for CAFOs 

In the attached document WSDA states:  

TN 23 currently uses Aquifer Susceptibility as a factor determining risk to groundwater based on WSP locations. However, the 

Aquifer Susceptibility map, created by Washington State Department of Agriculture is outdated, with no confidence that the 

GIS layer accurately reflects aquifers susceptible to pollution. 
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WSDA has been working on Tech Note 23 and an Aquifer Susceptibility Map since 2015 

On 3/2/2015 the WSDA Dairy Nutrient Management Program discussed using Tech note 23 and gathering necessary data using 

lagoon assessments in Yakima. 
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On 9/17/2015 the DNMP discussed using a 2013 updated Tech Note 23 as a lagoon assessment tool. Yakima inspectors planned to use 

the Tech Note for lagoon inspections. 



5 
 

 

 

On 2/18/2016 Anthony Dorsett, a dairy inspector from Eastern Washington asked for a water depth map and a WSDA Aquifer 

Susceptibility Map, that he apparently believed were in place. 
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On 12/21/2016 WSDA DNMP was working out problems with Tech Note 23 and expected to use the tool for inspections statewide in 

a week. 
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On 12/21/2016 DNMP Director Ginny Prest tells officials that the DNMP is ready to implement lagoon assessments across the state. 
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On 2/9/2017 DNMP Director Ginny Prest implies to Keith Grellner from DOH that the inspection process is going well. 
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On 9/12/2017 Perry Beale from WSDA referenced the 2011 Aquifer Susceptibility Map and meta data that was used to create it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 
 

On 8/8/2018 Chery Sullivan from WSDA tells Ecology that the DNMP is looking for data on seasonal high water tables. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

On 12/10/2018 Kyrre Flege from WSDA questioned the value of the work on waste storage ponds.  
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On 12/15/2018 Michael Isensee stated that the vast majority of Whatcom WSPs will be in the high risk category under Tech Note 23, 

regardless of the depth between the bottom of the lagoon and the seasonal high groundwater table. 
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On 4/6/2020 Kyrre Flege from WSDA emailed Melanie Redding saying they agreed that groundwater testing is needed to fill in gaps 

for manure lagoon assessment. 
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On 7/14/2020 WSDA sends Ecology manure lagoon data from Yakima County 
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In 11/5/2020 DNMP Director Sullivan expresses concerns about the reliability of Tech Note 23 assessments. 
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On 11/17/2020 Chelsea Morris from Ecology and Michael Isensee from WSDA state problems documenting lagoon assessments in 

Whatcom County 
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On 3/2/2021 USDA tells Ecology that Tech Note 23 does not conclude no discharge from any manure lagoon and there is o regulatory 

certainty associated. 
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On 3/12/2021 WSDA DNMP sends Ecology recommendations for changes to the NPDES permit for CAFOs 

 

In the attached document WSDA states:  

TN 23 currently uses Aquifer Susceptibility as a factor determining risk to groundwater based on WSP locations. However, the 

Aquifer Susceptibility map, created by Washington State Department of Agriculture is outdated, with no confidence that the 

GIS layer accurately reflects aquifers susceptible to pollution. 

 

 

 

 

 


